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what or that 

 
 

Esta semana, atendiendo la consulta de un alumno, vamos a aclarar las dudas que nos surgen 
con la traducción de “QUE” en inglés. 
 
QUE o QUÉ, en inglés puede traducirse por what, that, who o which, e incluso omitirse. 
 
Veamos unas frases: 
 

what 

what do you think? 
 

¿QUÉ? = WHAT? 
(en español, “qué” con acento) 

which book should I buy? 
 

¿QUÉ? = WHICH? cuando supone 
elegir entre varias opciones (= 
cuál?) 

I don´t know what happens 
what you say is very interesting 

“LO QUE” = WHAT 

that 

who 

which 

The man that is there is my son 
The man who is there is my son 
 

En oraciones de relativo, cuando 
“QUE” se refiere al sujeto de la 
frase (persona), se puede emplear 
THAT o WHO y no se puede omitir 

The man that we saw yesterday is my son 
The man who we saw yesterday is my son 
The man we saw yesterday is my son 
 

En oraciones de relativo, cuando 
“QUE” no se refiere al sujeto de la 
frase (persona), se puede emplear 
THAT o WHO y se puede omitir 

The flowers that grow on the field are blue 
The flowers which grow on the field are blue 

 

En oraciones de relativo, cuando 
“QUE” se refiere al sujeto de la 
frase (cosa), se puede emplear 
THAT o WHICH y no se puede 
omitir 

 The flowers that you bought are blue 
The flowers which you bought are blue 
The flowers you bought are blue 

En oraciones de relativo, cuando 
“QUE” no se refiere al sujeto de la 
frase (cosa), se puede emplear 
THAT o WHICH y se puede omitir 
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El truco para saber si “that” se refiere al sujeto es: 
 
• Si detrás de that aparece un sustantivo o un pronombre es porque that no se refiere al sujeto  
(y se puede omitir) 
• Si detrás de that aparece un verbo conjugado es porque that se refiere al sujeto  
(y no se puede omitir) 
 
Vemos algunos ejemplos: 
 

1. The problem that we had yesterday was difficult to solve. ✓ 
“that” no se refiere al sujeto, podríamos sustituirlo por “which” y podríamos omitirlo. 

2. The problem which we had yesterday was difficult to solve. ✓ 
3. The problem we had yesterday was difficult to solve ✓ 

 

1. The problem that appeared yesterday was difficult to solve. ✓ 
“that” se refiere al sujeto, podríamos sustituirlo por “which” y no podríamos omitirlo. 

2. The problem which appeared yesterday was difficult to solve. ✓ 

3. The problem appeared yesterday was difficult to solve.  
 
 
Recuperamos algunas frases de la traducción de la semana pasada para verlo en contexto: 

I'm going to write about something that 

happened last summer in my parents' town. 
 

 

 

 

… near the small river that runs through the 

town. 

 
My mother had bought the biggest cake  
(that /which) she had found 
 
 
 

that day, I don't know why   

I went back to my family and told them what 
had happened. 

Se puede utilizar that o which y no se puede 

omitir porque se refiere al sujeto (hay un 

verbo conjugado a continuación) 

Se puede utilizar that o which y no se puede 

omitir porque se refiere al sujeto (hay un 

verbo conjugado a continuación) 

Se puede utilizar that o which y se puede 

omitir porque no se refiere al sujeto (hay un 

pronombre a continuación) 

 
(demostrativo: “ese, aquél”) 
 

“lo que” 
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Homework 
 
1. Decide whether the relative pronouns must be used or not. 

1. The book which is on the table belongs to 

Brandon. 

 relative pronoun is necessary 

 relative pronoun is not necessary 

2. The museum which we visited last month 

is closed now. 

 relative pronoun is necessary 

 relative pronoun is not necessary 

3. The man who you saw in the house is my 

cousin. 

 relative pronoun is necessary 

 relative pronoun is not necessary 

4. Bob, who I know very well, is going out 

with Mary. 

 relative pronoun is necessary 

 relative pronoun is not necessary 

5. I cannot forget the song which they 

played last night. 

 relative pronoun is necessary 

 relative pronoun is not necessary 

 

6. The woman who is talking to Sue is my 

aunt. 

 relative pronoun is necessary 

 relative pronoun is not necessary 

7. I cannot remember the hotel that we 

stayed at. 

 relative pronoun is necessary 

 relative pronoun is not necessary 

8. Lucy, who I haven't seen for ages, rang 

me last night. 

 relative pronoun is necessary 

 relative pronoun is not necessary 

9. A person that you don't trust won't trust 

you either. 

 relative pronoun is necessary 

 relative pronoun is not necessary 
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2. For each question choose the correct option. Read carefully and check ONE box only. 

1  Look! That's the guy 

 Sheila fancies. 

 who Sheila fancies. 

 that Sheila fancies. 

 1, 2 and 3 are all possible. 

2  I work for a company 

 that exports clothing. 

 which exports clothing. 

 exports clothing. 

 1 and 2 are both possible. 

3  She went to a school 

 where they studied all subjects in 

English. 

 they studied all subjects in English. 

 which they studied all subjects in English. 

 that they studied all subjects in English. 

4  I spoke to the guy 

 which deals with complaints. 

 who deals with complaints. 

 deals with complaints. 

 1 and 2 are both possible. 

5  I bought a palmtop computer 

 that's got a Chinese -English dictionary 
built in. 

 which has got a Chinese - English 
dictionary built in. 

 got a Chinese - English dictionary built in. 

 1 and 2 are both possible. 

6  For me, 'Mr Right' is a guy 

 which drives a Porsche. 

 drives a Porsche. 

 who drives a Porsche. 

 1 and 3 are both possible. 

7  We stayed in a hotel 

 where had a swimming pool and a sauna. 

 which had a swimming pool and a sauna. 

 had a swimming pool and a sauna. 

 1 and 2 are both possible. 

8  We stayed in a hotel 

 where every room had a broadband 

connection. 

 which every room had a broadband 

connection. 

 that every room had a broadband 

connection. 

 every room had a broadband connection. 

9  I've got a friend 

 her husband goes skydiving. 

 who husband goes skydiving. 

 which husband goes skydiving. 

 whose husband goes skydiving. 

10  Hong Kong is a place 

 where has a lot of tall buildings. 

 where there are a lot of tall buildings. 

 which has a lot of tall buildings. 

 2 and 3 are both possible. 
 

 

 



Centros de Mayores Ayto. de Toledo Inglés Intermedio Profesor: Maribel García 

Solución a las actividades de la sesión 11 

 

Translate into English the following test. Pay special attention to verbal tenses. 

        Voy a escribir sobre algo que sucedió el 

verano pasado en el pueblo de mis padres. 

         Estábamos celebrando el cumpleaños de 

mi prima en una casa muy antigua que está en 

el bosque, cerca del pequeño río que cruza el 

pueblo. Mi madre había comprado la tarta más 

grande que había encontrado, porque somos 

muchas personas en mi familia.  

        Cuando estaba encendiendo las velas, 

oímos un fuerte ruido que venía del bosque. 

Aunque no soy muy valiente, ese día, no sé por 

qué, conecté la luz de mi móvil y empecé a 

andar. Anduve diez o doce pasos y, de repente, 

un animal muy grande y peludo apareció 

delante de mí. Me miró por un segundo y 

desapareció.  

     Cuando volví con mi familia y conté lo que 

había sucedido, nadie me creyó. Pero el lunes, 

en el periódico, leímos que otras siete 

personas habían visto el mismo extraño animal 

en esos días. 

       I'm going to write about something that 

happened last summer in my parents' town. 

         We were celebrating my cousin's birthday 

in a very old house in the woods, near the 

small river that runs through the town. My 

mother had bought the biggest cake she had 

found, because there are many people in my 

family. 

        When I was lighting the candles, we heard 

a loud noise coming from the forest. Although 

I'm not very brave, that day, I don't know why, 

I turned on the light on my cell phone and 

started walking. I walked ten or twelve steps, 

and suddenly a very large, hairy animal 

appeared in front of me. He looked at me for a 

second and disappeared. 

     When I went back to my family and told 

them what had happened, no one believed 

me. But on Monday, in the newspaper, we 

read that seven other people had seen the 

same strange animal in those days.                                                                                                                                                                   
 

 

 

 

Recordad que podéis enviar dudas y preguntas a esta dirección de correo electrónico: 
maribelgaju@hotmail.com 


